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her smiling mask is her old grandmother, an  an- 
cient, faded replica of herself. It is with heart- 
felt interest one follows the fortunes of Kincaid’s 
Battery, as ip bravely fights its way through the 
long four years, first so proudly certain of vic- 
tory. Even when that certainty is gone, fighting 
with undaunted courage to  the bitter end. The 
one Northerner brought intimately before our 

. notice is Fred Greenleaf, a fine character, Hilary’s 
nominal foe, but his old time chum and goocl 
friend. 

The description of Farragut’s destfuctive pro- 
gress up the IcIississippi is given in masterly style. 

COMING EVENTS. 

E. L. H. 

Spri l  Ist.-National League for Physical Eclnca- 
tion and Improvement. Dr. Dawon TVillianis on 
(‘ Tubercu~osis in Childhood : Its Cause and Cure,” 
35, Holland Park Avenne, W., 3.30 pal. .  

April gnd.-Bfeeting a t  Chelsea Infirmary, S.W., 
by invitation of the &latmn, Miss Barton, tQ pro- 
mote interest in the Territorial Nursing Service, 
8 p.m. 

April Srd.-The Duchess of Albany opens the new 
Oiit-Patient DeNrtment of Royal Bmcombe and 
West Hants Hospital, Bournemouth. 

THE NATIONAL COUWCIL OF TRAINED NURSES OF 
GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND. 

April  7th.-A Meeting of the National Council 
of Trained Nurses of Great Britain and Ireland will 
be held at 431, Osf,ord Street, London, W., on TVed- 
nesday, April 7th, 1909; at 3.30 p.m. 

AGENDA. 
1. Minutes. 
2. To receive Reports. 
3. To make further arrangement6 for the Iiiter- 

natibonal Congress of Nurses. 
4. To consider Rrsolutiuns for the’ Agenda of the  

Quinquennial Meeting of the International Council 
of Nuiws. 

5. Other business. 

April lJlfh t o  17th .-1\ficlirifery and Nursing Ex- 
hibition, Graftoii Galleries, Grafton Street, Loll- 
clon. Admission free. 

April 26th.-Lantern Lecture to Nurses by Mr. 
Steplien Paget, P.R.C.S., on “ The Results 
Obtained from the Latest 1\iethods of Treatment in 
Various Diseases,” Royal Society of ~kdicii ie,  20, 
Hanover Square, W. 3 pin .  

April 1 G t h  .-Inaugural Bleeting, Certified &lid- 
lvives’ Total Abstinence League, Out-patients’ 
Hall, London Temperance Hospital, Hampstead 
Road, N.W., 6 t o  7 p.m. 

April ,ggfid.-Meeting, Central Midivives’ Board, 
Caxton House, Westminster. 

- *  

A WORD FOR THE WEEK. 
The best things are nearest ; breath in your nos- 

trils, light in your eyes, flowers a t  your feet, duties 
a t  your hand, the path of God just before you. 
Then do not grasp at  the stai3, but do life j plain, 
ctmmon work as it comes, certain that daily duties 
and daily bread are the sweetest things of life. 

ELIZABETH GIBSON. 

Zettc ‘S ‘8 to the Ebftor. 
Whilst cordially inviting com- 

munications upon all subjects 
for these columns, we wish it 
t o  be dis t inct ly  understood 
that we do not IN ANY W A Y  
hold ourselws responsible fur 

the opinions expressed by OUT 
correspondents. - t 

FINAL EXAMINATIONS OF NURSES. 
To the Editor of the “ Tritish Journal of NuTsing.” 

DEAR Mnnanr,-It was with much interest, and 
some envy, that I saw the ilhstration ia the 
JournaI last i\-eelr of tlie Nur~es’ Final Esaniiiiation 
in Welbonrne. I hope the day may soon come when 
a similar scene will take place in this conntry. 
Those ~ h o  Ii1iollv the stininlns of a Gntral 
esamiiiation, in all branches of education, cannot 
but 1006 fornwd to  that. clay with longing. ~c‘or 
my 011-n part, during my school days, the inoeiitive 
of Jvorliing up for the  Canibrldge Imxl Esaniina- 
tions vas a very real me. W e  were jealous for 
tlie honour of our school, and proud that tlie names 
of .its pupils should appear at tlie head of the ilst, 
as sometima happened, or, in honourable positipns, 
in comparison with those of other schools. Per- 
sonal honours, as was right, took a secondary plaw. 
The credit of the school was ~ u r  first coiisidera- 
tion, and  we  orl lied hard for it-an early lessoil 
in public spirit. Moreover, we leariik t o  appreciate 
that good work n-as being done by schools all over 
the colintry, aiid to  admire it wherever me found 
it, and d i e n  the  distrjbution of honour prizes and 
certificates took place in the centre, where the 
esamination had been held, what a pleasure it ~ v m  
t o  see, and to applaud, thme n-it11 whom ire had 
been competing, aiid nho had won distinctioiis. 
n%en one entered a hospital for training how 
different it all was. A somewhat perfunctory 
esainination, conducted by meinbeis of the inedical 
staff who had lectured to  us, aiid certificates. when 
gained, handed to us privately in the Mat.ron’s 
ofice. Perhaps that iras the rea6on that 60 many 
nurses scarcely r4 i sed  that any other certificates 
existed. 

TVhen I obtained my maternity training, once 
inore there was tlie n.liolesome stiinulus of the Lon- 
don Obstetrical Society’s Esaniination, for it 
was h f o r e  the days of the Central Midwives? 
Board. Incidaitall~ I may mention that the teach- 
iiig power of the training school M - ~ A  conoentrated 
011 tlie Iiiidivifery pupils, and the instruction given 
to tlie iiiateriiity nuiws most perfiinctory, because 
in the one case there n-as an independent. examina- 
tioii in prospect, in t he  other none. 

A4gai1i, the one thing in the Nich-ives’ Act which 
is of iiiiquestionable value is the central examina- 
t ion. 

I notice, by the  way, that constant attempts are 
being lnade to drag domi the standard maintained 
by that examination, although it has been placed 
at  tlie minimum consistent with saf9ty. I sincerely 
11ope that the Midvives’ Boara will never oonsrnt 
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